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Capture better macrophotos by polarizing both your lens and flash

Edwin Brosens lives in Sprundel in the Netherlands. "From childhood," says Edwin, "I have been

fascinated by ants, butterflies, and all the small wonders that comprise so much of our natural

world. I am mostly self-taught as a photographer. In fact, my interest began when I read a book on Singh-Ray Links
macrophotography, and that has been my main interest up to now. Some time ago, | discovered the . Singh-Ray Website Homepage

technique of cross polarized lighting when | read Ansel Adams' book, The Negative, and realized . Graduated Neutral Density Filters

how helpful it could be for my close-up and macro photography.” . Vari-ND™ Variable Neutral Density

Wi“l Cross ﬂﬂlﬂrilaﬁﬂﬂ "One of the greatest . NEW! Mor-Slo™ 5-Stop ND Filter
challenges with macro . Gold-N-Blue™ Polarizer
photography is avoiding - LB ColorCombo™
washed-out, overexposed . LB Warming Polarizer
highlights--like wet leaves . LB Color Intensifer

and rocks, shiny bugs, and . Soft-Ray™ Diffusion

Wl those tiny, bright reflections | Hi-Lux™ UV Filter

of all kinds that result in . I-Ray™ Infrared Filter

excessive highlights when . Download Singh-Ray Brochure

using a flash to fill the

shadows. Unless we control those reflections by cross-polarizing the light emitted from the flash

onto the subject and the light that's reflected back from the subject through the Polarizer and lens, Explore these previous stories...

the results can be very disappointing. The pair of photos of the red leaf (above) clearly illustrates the « ¥ 2007 (50)

o ¥ November (2)
benefits of this cross-polarized-flash technique. The pair of photos of green lichen (below) also . Capture better
reveals the surprising difference you can achieve this way. macrophotos by
polarizing both

your...

Argentine photo

adventure
included an early

surpri...
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"Setting up to use my flash is
ga simple matter," says Edwin.

"l tape a small sheet of

polarizing film over the lens

of my electronic flash unit. (Sheet polarizing film is available here). Then | add my Singh-Ray
Polarizer on my 90mm/f-2.8 macro-lens and head for the fields. After locating my subject, | mount
my Minolta D7 camera on a tripod, frame the subject and turn the polarization filter until the
reflection on the subject that | see in the viewfinder is minimized. Next | set the flash focal length at
50mm (to limit its beam) and compensate the power level as needed. Then | hold the flash unit at a
90-degree angle to the plane of the polarizer on my lens for the maximum effect. | bracket my

exposures by 1/3 of an f-stop while making several images and select the best shot."

Determining the best angle for holding the flash unit in relation to the polarizer requires a little
"trial and error" effort. Just remember that the polarization plane of the film must "cross" the
polarization plane of the filter at a 90-degree angle for the greatest effect. Those using digital
cameras, however, should have little or no trouble finding the best angle. And be sure to focus

manually.

You can check out Edwin's earlier post and see more of his macro and landscape work at his

website, Edwin-Macrophoto.com.

at 12:10 PM 0 comments |

Labels: Edwin Brosens, LB Warming Polarizer, Macro
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Argentine photo adventure included an early surprise... Banditos!

Freelance nature

photographer Ethan Meleg

from Ontario, Canada,
encountered more adventure
than expected on his most

‘recent expedition.
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. William Neill
B "1've just returned from a . Mahesh Rao
“rather eventful trip to . Kevin Spreekmeester

Argentina,” explains Ethan. "On the second day there, while in Beunos Aires, our car was stopped by Tony Sweet

armed bandits who robbed us at gunpoint. We were shaken, but obviously relieved that they didn't Craig M. Tanner

kill us. They did however get away with a lot of my camera gear. . Cole Thompson

"The prospect of being stuck without a camera in such a spectacularly beautiful country left me just - Nevada Wier

a bit deflated," says Ethan. "So | tracked down a camera store in a neighbouring country and was . Darwin Wiggett
able to buy a Canon EOS Rebel XTi and some other basic gear to supplement the Canon lenses and

equipment | had left. I've never been so happy and relieved to have a camera in my hand than at

Recommended Sites
that moment -- it quickly salvaged my mood and the rest of the trip was wonderful.

. The Online Photographer Blog

"Happily," adds Ethan, "I still had most of
. . Rob Galbraith's Photo Blog

my Singh-Ray filters, which helped me
: . PC Photo Editor's Choice Awards
“capture these scenes and many others in

. Outdoor Photographer Magazine
eautiful northwestern Argentina. The

. Singh-Ray Bookstore
‘image above shows the impressive

“grandeur of the Andes Mountains and the

‘Quebrada de Cafayate in the foreground. It , | by Label

was taken with my "new" Canon Rebel XTi and EF 70-200mm/2.8 lens using my Singh-Ray LB
. ND Grad (27)

Warming Polarizer and a 4x6™ ND grad (handheld). The second image was taken on the road to
. Vari-ND (13)
Cachi with an EF 18-55 lens and Singh-Ray LB Warming Polarizer. What a trip!"

. Gold-N-Blue (12)

We'll be waiting to see more images from Ethan's Argentine adventure -- both here and on his own . LB ColorCombo (12)

nature photography blog that you'll enjoy visiting. LB Warming Polarizer (12)

. Darwin Wiggett (6)
at 7:09 PM 0 comments [

. Daryl Benson (6)
Labels: Ethan Meleg, LB Warming Polarizer, ND Grad

. LB Color Intensifier (6)

. Reverse ND Grad (5)

Tuesday, October 30, 2007
. Steve Kossack (5)

Early morning news: top-notch nature photographer shares secret to
success

. Tom Bol (4)
) ] . Ethan Meleg (3)
Here's an unedited note from Rod Barbee, very serious outdoor photographer and

. Kevin Spreekmeester (3)
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frequent contributor to that magazine of the same name -- Outdoor Photographer:

Like any nature photographer who’s been around

=
“awhile, I have my share of colorful sunrise shots.

While displaying my work at galleries or art shows,

people often come up and ask what filter I've used

conspiratorially, glance side to side, and in a low
voice | tell them: “It’s a very special filter... it’s

called an alarm clock.”

As nature photographers, we’re used to seeing
great light and, what are to some, unnatural colors.
We’ve seen the glow of Mesa Arch at sunrise. We've

seen the color of a pre-dawn sky. And while

certainly spectacular, these are also perfectly

natural. But to see and photograph these scenes you have to drag yourself out of bed at insane-
o’clock. And most people, being smarter than photographers, are still abed at that hour and thus

rarely see what we get to see.

Nature’s light is hard to beat, and truthfully, | often don’t need to use any filters at all to capture it.
But there are plenty of situations where the range of light in a scene outdoes the ability of film or
digital sensor to record it. That’s when I pull out a Graduated Neutral Density Filter. These filters

certainly can’t create great light, but they do allow your camera to faithfully record it.

I’m another of those photographers who prefer to

_ hand hold my grads. It’s faster, easier, and | can be
more accurate with placement. | usually use the P-
sized grads but I find that when using my ultra-wide
12-24mm zoom, the larger 4x6 inch Singh-Ray
afilters are the best option for keeping my fat fingers
out of the picture. To help place the filter, | use my
camera’s depth of field preview button. It’s the best
way | know to place the transition precisely where |

need it.
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So I've got one hand holding the filter and one hand

pressing the DOF preview button. How, you might

ask, do | then trip the shutter? It’s easy, | use my

tongue to trip my cable release. Seriously. It may not be dignified, but it works, and nobody will be

asking to borrow my cable release any time soon.

Thanks for the tip, Rod. Maybe Singh-Ray should start selling alarm clocks now,
too. To see more of Rod's work and subscribe to his free newsletter, stop by

BarbeePhoto.com

at 4:20 PM 0 comments [
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This photographer is dedicated to his art and helping kids battle cancer

W o

As a fine art landscape photographer, Californian Mahesh Rao and his wife Asha have traveled to

some of the most beautiful places in North America, Europe and Asia. "In my photography,"” says
Mahesh, "I try to capture the essence of nature in its boldest and grandest form. For some subjects
(above), I look for the most dramatic lighting possible, and for others I prefer the softer "afterglow"

at dusk (below)."
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at 4:30 PM 0 comments [
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Monday, September 24, 2007

ND Grads help preserve that heavenly light

His profession is aerospace design engineering, but Californian Doug Dolde is also an enthusiastic
landscape photographer--and has been since high school. "These days," says Doug, "l use an Arca
Swiss 4x5-inch view camera with three Schneider lenses that produce amazing detail on Provia
100F film. Whenever | find the scene's light contrast exceeding the capability of my film, | rely on

Singh-Ray Graduated ND Filters to bring the brightly lit sky under control.”

For example, Doug made this

first image "at sunset on a
stormy January day at the
end of Westward Beach on
Point Dume in Malibu,

“ California. | used a Singh Ray
3-stop hard-step ND Grad to
hold down the bright sun.
Without the ND grad, | never

could have retained the

foreground detail for this 1-second exposure at f/22 on 4x5 Provia F 100 film.

"For this second image, |
shot from the bridge in Zion
National Park in Utah. The
scene was actually much
darker than the image would
indicate. This isn't the usual
iconic compositon from this
location but it was the one
workable perspective | could

use with an ND Grad. The 3-
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stop hard-step ND Grad let me hold back the brightly lit sky and capture the very dark foreground.
This was one of those shots I didn't think would work at the time—but | was there and decided to try
it anyway. The grad performed beautifully. One of the things I like best about Singh-Ray hard step

grads is that their gradient transition is very smooth—not at all abrupt.

"Finding the right images within a landscape can be time consuming, and | often visit the same
location several times in search of the perfect combination of light and sky. It's an enjoyable way to

explore the natural world."

Be sure to visit Doug's impressive website, Painted With Light, for more dramatic landscapes.

at 7:12 PM 0 comments [

Labels: Doug Dolde, ND Grad

Friday, September 21, 2007

On his way to becoming a painter, something clicked!

West Coast landscape

photographer Mike Dawson

—started his fine art career at

college to become a painter

.. of landscapes. "I thought
photography would be a
great way to capture images
that | could paint later,"” says
Mike. "Well, after one photography class, | was hooked. Soon | was managing a camera store
complete with public darkroom while attending school, and then later worked for a studio doing

weddings and portraits.

"Then life happened and my attention turned to career and family. | continued to dabble in
photography for nearly 20 years before my wife Sherry bought me a digital camera in 2004. My
passion for photography was immediately renewed and | was soon selling stock landscape and

wildlife photos. I now work with a Canon 5D and 20D cameras.
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"l rely on Graduated Neutral Density Filters to help balance the dynamic light I often find in scenes
at sunrise and sunset. For me using an ND grad is just a lot easier than shooting HDR and/or
blending in my computer. Being from the old film school, I prefer to get it right in the camera

whenever possible."

Here are two examples of how his nine different Singh-Ray Graduated ND's and LB ColorCombo

help Mike do just that.

"When | made the above image, 'Island in the Storm," I was in San Diego for a conference and
decided to spend my free time at the beach hoping for a glorious sunset. It didn't look good when |
found this small stone shelf, but just before the sunset the clouds lifted and the light show began.

After metering the highlights and then the foreground, I chose a 3-stop Reverse Grad to balance the

light.

As | was scouting for
locations off the south coast
of Maui, | found this natural
cauldron in a large formation
: of lava rock. | watched the
water rise and fall as much as
6 feet with the ebb and flow
of the tides and decided to
return at sunset to capture
this natural marvel where the sea water would flow in from all sides and from below before
eventually overflowing the walls. Again a 3-stop Reverse Grad was my choice given the bright sun

settling on the horizon."

Mike says he's a huge fan of Singh-Ray Filters and "how they have helped me combine my love of

nature with my passion for art.” You can see more of his work here, here and here.
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Focus on Singh-Ray Filters

Today we have Daryl Benson's final comments atter spending almost three weeks photographing on

the northern side of Baffin Island in the Canadian North.

\ "Here's my personal

' ; favourite image from this
trip," says Daryl. "That

. boulder has been

-
-

precariously perched on that

eroding pedestal for... well
actually I don't know how
long? I'm sure it's a measure
of time longer than my life
and was probably sitting
there 1,000 years ago when
the Thule Inuit first arrived
in the arctic. It's probably
been sitting there longer than that. This was photographed only a couple weeks ago and the little
flowers that surround it have by now gone to seed and withered, the first few flakes of another
winter have probably already fallen but it is still perched there, most likely. | have no idea for how

much longer?"

When we asked Daryl what photographers should think about before taking such a trip, he replied,
"The best and most worthwhile tip I'd pass along is one of patience and preparedness. | know this
isn't a tech tip and sounds like pretty obvious stuff, but to actually put it into practice requires some

effort, understanding and... patience.

"Weather in the High Arctic can be extreme, but it also can change very quickly and, once it's
changed, it tends to hang around for days. This of course is nice if it's sunny, but can be bad news if
it's cold, wet and windy. This trip worked out fairly well for me weather-wise, but | was prepared to
be stuck in a wind-tortured tent for days. | always take some writing material and an iPod loaded
with audiobooks and extra batteries. At this time of year, drop-off and pick-up service from many
locations in the north is by boat (there are no roads). It doesn't take much weather to chop up the
water and make it unsafe for boats to travel, and because these weather systems can settle in for

days, it's quite possible to be stranded for a while.

http://singhray.blogspot.com/ (26 of 27) [3-11-2007 8:08:42]


http://bp1.blogger.com/_9OLTJDwSRt0/RvPZQTm79fI/AAAAAAAAAHo/4luYnbMdlXc/s1600-h/Baffin33.jpg

Focus on Singh-Ray Filters

"Understand what you're potentially getting into, be prepared and then be patient. Easy to say,
tough to actually do, but being honest with yourself and your abilities and understanding what the

possibilities are will help prepare you if things do turn sour.

"The obvious things like dry, warm clothes, shelter and food are essential, but almost as important
is keeping the mind engaged, staying positive and being patient. The books, both printed and audio
(I've got over 50 titles on my iPod in addition to the music), have proved valuable on many trips and

are always worth the weight and effort to pack."”

We thank Daryl for allowing us to enjoy some of the beautiful results of his Baffin Island expedition
from the comfort of our computers. This trip was one of the last Daryl has scheduled over the past
few years as part of his project to produce a photographic "portrait” of Canada's natural beauty--
coast-to-coast and south-to-north! The ultimate result will be a very special book to celebrate

Canada's Bicentennial next July. More news about that soon.
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